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A

s our warm Arizona winter rolls over to spring, the cottonwood and
willow buds begin to emerge, and along with them are a concerning group
of invasive weeds. These invasive weeds and trees have quietly gained
a foothold in the Granite Creek watershed, along our streams, in our parks and
in our own backyards. Invasive weeds are plants that (1) are not native to the
US and (2) are a harm to human health, or cause economic or environmental
damage. They can be introduced accidently, as in animal feed or intentionally, as
ornamental plants. In Prescott, several weed species of concern can be found in
Watson Woods, Granite Creek Park and further upstream along private properties
and to the headwaters of our creeks in the forest. To take on this growing problem
Prescott Creeks, with support from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation and
partners including the West Yavapai Weed
Management Area, American Conservation
Experience (ACE) and the City of Prescott,
will embark on an invasive weed education
and control project.
This April, Prescott Creeks will direct
an experienced ACE crew of volunteers to
make the initial attack on our weed problem
with manual pulling and targeted chemical
application in throughout the watershed.
Moving forward however, we will need the
help of the Prescott community. During the
summer months, we will organize volunteer
weed pulling and native plant seeding days
to “mop up” the initial work done by our
ACE crew. Then, we will begin to reach out
to landowners along our streams to help
educate about invasive weeds and work with them to control weeds on their
properties. A watershed-wide effort is needed because any unchecked weed
infestation along our streams is a seed-source that can spread weeds to other
parts of the watershed.
If you would like to know more, check out our website for more materials
and pictures of our priority invasive weeds. Once you’re up to speed, please report
any weeds you find to us! For info, email me at FDekker@PrescottCreeks.org.
Prescott Creeks is a 501(c)(3) noprofit organization with the mission to achieve healthy watersheds and clean waters
in central Arizona for the benefit of people and wildlife through protection, restoration, education and advocacy.
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T

here is plenty to share
with you since our last
issue of The Creekside
Almanac. We’ve brought on two
new staff members and added
two members to our Board of
Directors, for starters. And, at the end of December,
the Prescott Creeks office moved from W. Gurley St.
in Prescott to a 55 year-old log cabin on the edge
of Watson Woods Riparian Preserve. After several
months of getting settled in and making the place ours,
we hosted an open house for our members and the
public. The fact that it was a standing-room-only crowd
suggests that folks were pleased with the changes.
In spite of a lack-luster winter (both in
temperature and moisture), spring this year seems to
be especially full of creek-related activity. We’ve kept
our the on-the-ground watershed improvement and
restoration work moving forward in the midst of all
the changes above. Noxious weed eradication and the
green infrastructure projects stand side-by-side with
the Granite Creek Cleanup and One Man’s Treasure
events. Each activity aims to bring people together
to make a difference, build a sense community, and
achieve healthy watersheds and clean waters for future
generations.
Tremendous support from volunteers, donors,
members, grant-makers, and our partners makes it
all possible. We are pleased to have such a diverse
group of sponsors for both the Cleanup and One
Man’s Treasure events. From local businesses and
organizations to local governments and tribes, from
local banks, construction, and utility companies to
national retailers - they are all investing in a better
tomorrow. Please take a moment to thank them for
supporting Prescott Creeks.
Best,
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because of its small town atmosphere
and its surrounding abundance and
diversity of natural habitat. Prior to moving
from California, she had a diverse career in
education: teaching all ages, training teachers,
being chosen a Fulbright Exchange teacher to
Scotland, becoming an Adult Ed. and Community
School Director, and as the Asst. Director of
CA’s 3rd largest Adult School. She currently
serves on 3 local environmental nonprofit
boards, is education/program chair for the
county extension Master Gardeners, advocates
for Western Rivers
Action Network
and is a Master
Watershed Steward.
Suzette has been a
marathon runner
and equestrian
show jumper, is an
avid reader, hiker
and gardener, and
has a passion for
all animals. She has
also travelled to 27
countries - so far!

Board of Directors

Karen O’Neil - Board Chair
Joel Hiller - Director
Ed Lutz - Director
Doug Bunch - Director
Paula Cooperrider - Director
Matthew Einsohn - Director
Russ Fosha - Director**
Suzette Russi - Director*

Staff

Michael Byrd - Executive Director
Ann-Marie Benz - Outreach & Comm. Director
Franklin Dekker - Conservation Coordinator*
Holly Duncan - Office Manager*
* New, ** Returning

               Prescott Creeks

         spring 2014

One Man’s Treasure 2014

P

lease join Prescott Creeks May 3rd, 2014 from 4-7pm at the Prescott College Crossroads Center to
celebrate One Man’s Treasure: an annual art auction that supports the Prescott Creeks mission to
achieve healthy watersheds and clean waters in central Arizona. Tickets are $40 and available online
through the Prescott Creeks website at www.PrescottCreeks.org/Treasure, or by calling (928) 445-5669.

This year’s artists have created paintings, photographs, prints or works in other media celebrating Prescott’s
creeks and unique riparian areas.

The Artists:
Jim Antonius
Royce Carlson
Bryan Cooperrider Family
Paula Cooperrider
Brad DeVries
Edie Dillon
Maryhelen Ewing
Rick Hartner
Joanna Hawley & Sue Knapp
Jacqueline Herst
Juanita Hull-Carlson
Kim Kapin
Anne Legge
Joan Maloney
Lesley Aine McKeown
Ron Miller
Leslee Oaks
Karen Price
Christine Ryback
Caroline Schmitz
Cindi & Joe Shaffer
Mary Shulte
Jody Skjei
Chelsea Stone
Barb Wills

www.PrescottCreeks.org • (928) 445-5669
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Granite Creek Cleanup Time!
By Holly Duncan

I

t’s springtime and that means that the annual Granite Creek Cleanup
is just around the corner. On April 19th local organizations and
community members are invited to participate in the removal of litter
from the 9 creeks and 4 main lakes of the Upper Granite Creek Watershed.
This fun (and free) family-friendly event starts at 9 a.m. at Granite Creek
Park.

‘Heart’ photo by West Howland

Since 2007, thousands of energetic volunteers have extracted over 31
tons (more than 62,000 pounds!) of trash from the creeks. The Granite
Creek Cleanup event brings out the community to make a difference in the
beauty and health of Prescott. This year, we are hoping to get even more
people outside and involved, and to make an even bigger difference.

Volunteers are asked to separate the waste removed into true trash in black bags and into potential upcycled
material in white bags. The upcycled materials are returned to Granite Creek Park where local artists and
community members may pick though the “treasure” and reuse or upcycle anything found.
The Granite Creek Cleanup binds our community together through good work and love of our natural
surroundings. Snacks and music will be contributed to the event and all registered participants will receive
a t-shirt. See our website at www.PrescottCreeks.org for pre-registration and for more information.

April 19th, 2014 - 9 to 11 a.m.
Granite Creek Park
www.PrescottCreeks.org • (928) 445-5669
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The State of Green Infrastructure
By Franklin Dekker

I

n the Fall 2013 edition of The Creekside Almanac we told you about two innovative new green
infrastructure (GI) projects slated to begin this spring. Now that spring is upon us, here is an update and
an introduction to the community events and volunteer opportunities we will be offering. The sites for our
two GI projects are the Rowle P. Simmons Community Center and the retention basin located at the corner of
Whipple St. and Miller Valley Rd. (next to the Taco Bell restaurant across from the hospital). The designs for
these basins are currently in their final stages and we plan to break ground with the help of City of Prescott
public works department by the end of April.

The current configuration of stormwater retention basins at these two sites does little to slow or filter
pollution from stormwater. The reengineered green infrastructure basins are estimated to prevent 8 tons
of sediment and over 200 lbs. of nutrients from washing downstream each year. In addition to stormwater
filtering, these sites will be equipped with educational signs, paths, benches and over 50 new native trees.
This is just the first of many green infrastructure projects Prescott Creeks hopes to see become a reality in the
Granite Creek Watershed and greatly improve water quality in our streams.
The dates for our community GI activities are still being finalized, but we have 2 exciting events coming up.
Our friends and partners at the Tucson-based Watershed Management Group will put on an informative
Introduction to Green Infrastructure class at the Rowle P. Simmons Community Center. All interested
community members are encouraged to attend to learn more about GI and how they could implement it on
their own properties and in neighborhoods. Then, following the initial construction we will host a hands-on
learning event, also at the Community Center, where members of the public can come help install plantings
and learn first hand about rain gardens and how the GI basins work. Check out our website in the coming
weeks for the official dates of these exciting GI events!

Business Members Spring 2014

T

hank you for supporting your local creeks, riparian habitat, and surface water quality. Business
members are an important part of caring for our creeks.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

CNN Mortgage
Country Bank
Daniel T. Frank, Inc. - BCBS of AZ
Haley Construction
Hoskin Ryan Consultants, Inc
Jay's Bird Barn
Keller Williams Check Realty
Napper Law Firm
Nick's Feed Your Face

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Old Sage Bookstore
Page Springs Cellars
Prescott College
Quality Plastics of Prescott, Inc.
Salt River Project
Shannon Himes
Springhill Suites Marriott
U of A Cooperative Extension
Yavapai Trails Association

You, too, can support your local creeks by becoming a member. See the back page for our membership
form, or join online using our secure form at https://Support.PrescottCreeks.org/membership.
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