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Downtown Pr escott!

by: Joel Barnes

Water shed Signsfor
P rescott Creeks and its Prescott CreekWatch

Network received yet another grant from the
Yavapar County Community Foundation's JA.
McDouga Fund for the Environment. This is the
second year the JA. McDougal Fund has been active,
and PCPA has been selected to receive the grant both
years!

Let us ask if you know how many major tributaries
flow into Granite Creek in the Prescott Basin? Do you
know their names? If you can answer those
guestions correctly, you are probably in the

minority. (The answers can be found at

the end of this article.)

PCPA will use the YCCF grant to help

strengthen community awareness of

our local creeks by instaling six

interpretive signs of the Granite Creek

Watershed. These watershed signs

represent Phase |11 of PCPA’s highly

successful Creek Signing Project.

Phase 11 targets six central locationsin

and around downtown Prescott for high

quality interpretive signs that display the

Granite Creek Watershed and convey

important information about riparian areas

in the southwest and Prescott's local creeks.

These signs will artistically display the streams and
prominent landmarks of the Watershed, and creatively
present important facts about the creeks.

Each sign, approximately 3 feet square in size, will be

strategically located in or near downtown Prescott.
The locations for these signs will be based on locd

Inside...

and tourist pedestrian traffic patterns, and the project's
goal to effectively educate a broad spectrum of the
Prescott community and visiting tourists. While exact
locations are still being determined, probable locations
include Granite Creek near the Mile High Middle
School, Granite Creek at Gurley Street, West Granite
Creek Park and/or Granite Creek Park, the confluence
of Butte and Miller Creeks on Lincoln Street, Aspen
Creek at Park Avenue, near the confluence of Aspen
and Granite Creeks on White Spar Road, and the
Watson Lake overlook on Hwy 89.

The signs (similar in design to those
installed aong the Peavine Trail
adjacent to Watson Woods Riparian

Preserve) will illustrate all of Granite

Creek and its mgjor tributaries from

the headwaters in the Sierra Prieta

and Bradshaw Mountains,

downstream to its confluence with

Willow Creek just north of the

Granite Délls. The signs will also

include information about the delicate

ecology and current status of riparian

areas in the arid southwest, and the

importance of riparian stewardship. The

signs will contain the PCPA and City

logos that match the signs installed in 1999,

and will also recognize the YCCF's JA. McDouga
Fund for the Environment as the major funder. City
staff and volunteers will work together to install the
signs during the Winter and Spring of 2002. Eric
Smith, City of Prescott Open Space and Trails
Coordinator, and Norm Tessman of Sharlot Hall
Museum are working with PCPA to coordinate the

Continued on next page...
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design, manufacture, and installation of the signs.
These generous in-kind donations and matching funds
will enable us to make Phase I11 of our Creek Signing
Project atrue success!

Over the last few years, Phases | and Il of the Creek
Signing Project garnered major contributions from the
City and County governments, the YCCF, Embry
Riddle Aeronautical University, Prescott College and
local neighborhoods for the design, purchase and
installation of creek-identification signs. The Signing
Project also served as a catalyst to establishing the first
neighborhood-based creek stewardship groups of the
Prescott CreekWatch Network! Phase 111 of the Creek
Signing Project has become an integral part of the
CreekWatch Network and PCPA in that it is one more
important step in developing community-based
education, stewardship, and conservation of the
Granite Creek Watershed.

With Phases | and Il of the Signing Project now
complete, more people redize that there are eight
beautiful creeks wandering through Prescott. Many
more locals, newcomers, and visitors have come to

know the rich cultural aspects and natural history that
these creeks have to offer our communities, and they
have come to recognize the interconnectedness of the
creeks to their surrounding watershed. The
communities of Prescott are just beginning to redize
that our local creeks support vital riparian ecosystems
that need to be protected and preserved in the face of
rapid growth and development. From increased
community awareness, we gain a deeper appreciation
for our local creeks, and in turn, strengthen our
commitment to restoring, protecting and celebrating a
healthy watershed ecosystem.

If you'd like to get involved in this project and/or
would like more information about the Prescott
CreekWatch Network, please contact Joel Barnes at
778-2090 ext 2206, or email the Prescott CreekWatch
Network at CreekWatch@PrescottCreeks.org.
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role of President.

Montana,

been best served by local |eadership.

am very privileged to follow such an impressive line of
past presidents: Betty Siegfried, Eric Glomski, Paul
Britton, Michael Byrd, and Paul Sneed. As each of these

individuals were key players in PCPA’s successes, | look i

forward to helping PCPA and the community of Prescott

protect, preserve and celebrate the creeks throughout our |} y

local watershed. Indeed, with years of expertise managing
and restoring the Watson Woods Riparian Preserve, and
now with the emerging CreekWatch Network, PCPA has
reaffirmed and strengthened our commitment to riparian
stewardship with the community. Findly, if you haven't
done so lately, slip on your creek shoes and take a leisurely
walk along one of our beautiful greenways. Or next time
you have an errand or two downtown, park your car and
take the "creek routes’ when you can; there's always one
nearby and it's nice and cool there!

-Joel C. Barnes
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A few months ago, | took the
While Paul
Sneed was quite willing to continue
serving as our president after his move to
the board acknowledged that ||
PCPA’s community-based mission has aways
| must say |

gl

We are dtill working with graphic design
specialists, but here is a sample of what the image
for the watershed sign might look like. Topography
“shaded,” watershed boundary clearly marked, and

individual creeks identified.
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Make Your Voice Heard! Get Out and Votel

What: A L ocal Election!
Prescott voters will be asked to elect a mayor and three City Council members later this year. The
mayor serves for two years. Council members are elected to four-year terms. This will be the city’s
first mail-in ballot election.

Along with the candidates, the September primary election ballot will include two proposed charter
amendments and a Home Rule (aternative expenditure limitation) question. More information about
the charter proposals and Home Rule can be found on the City’ s web site (www.cityof prescott.net).
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Who the Candidates are:

For Mayor:
Dick Cooper

Rowle Simmons

For City Council:
Robert (Bob) Bell
Phyllis Boris
Robert Luzius
Robert (Bob) L. Roecker

Allisone Scott*

John R. Steward (incumbent) *Editor’s Note:
Robert Widen Allisone Scott has
Glen Wright been a PCPA member

and volunteer for

Dates You Need to Know (Dates Not To Miss): many years.

Voter Registration: The deadlineis 5 p.m. Monday, August 13" 2001. Registration is available at
the Yavapa County Elections Office, 1015 Fair St. For information, call 771-3250.

Absentee Ballots: Voters who plan to be out of town for an extended period before the election may
vote early starting August 9" either at the County Elections Office, 1015 Fair St., or at Prescott City
Hall, 201 S. Cortez St. Voters who make a mistake on or damage their ballots may exchange them at
the County Elections Office or at Prescott City Hall.

Primary Election: Tuesday, September 11" 2001. Voters will cast their vote for Mayor, Council
Members, the two proposed City Charter amendments, and the Home Rule question. Ballots will be
mailed to voters homes beginning August 19", and must be returned to the Yavapai County Elections
Office by 7 p.m. September 11" 2001. Y ou may either mail your ballot in the included postage-paid
envelope, or hand-deliver it to the County Elections Office, or the Prescott City Clerk’s Office.

General Election: Tuesday, November 6" 2001. Candidates who are not elected outright in the Pri-
mary will runin this general election.

Only one candidate is an incumbent. The opportunity for change is upon us!
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Watson Woods Riparian Preserve

by: Michael Byrd,

Preserve Manager

I n the Spring issue of the Creekside Almanac we were

expecting construction of the bridge to be complete by
the end of April. Wédll, its mid-way through the summer
and the Preserve is till not free of construction activity.
The bridge itself is completed, but the contractor is still
putting the final touches on re-grading and reseeding below
the bridge and in other areas of the Preserve. Fences and
gates are being repaired, and the contractor has helped
PCPA out by removing a significant amount of existing
debris and junk that was unearthed during work on the
bridge.

A view from under the bridge

November-February) call the Preserve Manager at 776-
4490, or email WatsonWoods@PrescottCreeks.org

f you've stopped by the pond at Watson Woods this

year you may have noticed the green and maroon
vegetation in the water. Many visitors have called PCPA
asking “What the heck is that stuff?” It is actually an
aguatic fern commonly known as “Water fern,” Mosquito
fern,” or “Fairy moss’ (scientific name Azolla
filiculoides), a member of the Salvinaceae family. We first
saw the Azolla at Watson Woods in the spring of 2000, but
it seemed to disappear during the
middle of summer and reappear in
the autumn. It's back this year and
doesn’'t seem to be declining during
the summer months. The maroon
color to this species is a symbiotic
species of blue-green alga
(Ananbaena azollae) that fixes
nitrogen. Azolla is a wide-spread
| speciesthat is used as a cover cropin
rice fields, and it's been found to
block mosquito larvae from hatching
in still waters. We've been asked if
the Azolla is a “good thing, or a bad
one” for the Preserve. At this point
we don’'t know. Of the 351 species
identified during our 1997
vegetation inventory, approximately
70% were non-native. Alas, this is
not a new scenario for Watson

rior to the start of bridge construction, PCPA and

City employees conducted an inventory of the trees
and shrubs within the right-of-way for the road. This study
quantified the vegetation that was lost (destroyed/removed)
as a result of building the bridge. Previous agreements
between the City and PCPA stipulate that the City would
fund the replanting of native vegetation on a 4 to 1 basis.
In other words for every 4 inches of live vegetation, the
City would purchase the equivalent of one 15 gallon
nursery tree. With construction nearing completion PCPA
and the City sat down and worked out the funding for
replanting. The result is nearly $30,000 to harvest and
plant cottonwoods and willows, purchase nursery
vegetation, install drip irrigation, and hire a part-time
volunteer coordinator for the project. If you are interested
to volunteer with restoration work this winter (roughly
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Woods. We will continue to monitor
the species and consider it during our restoration planning.

andals struck at Watson Woods Preserve this April..

The perpetrators are unknown, but their handy-
work shattered the large plexi-glass and two smaller panels
on the interpretive kiosk. Luckily, the display materias
insde the kiosk we not harmed. In May the Preserve
Manager replaced all the broken plexi-glass and updated
the History of Watson Woods timeline. While vandalism
is expensive (this particular example cost PCPA over $250
in materials and labor) we've been very fortunate at the
Preserve. During six years of operation, this is only the
second instance of vandalism. The first instance occurred
six years ago during construction of the perimeter-fencing.
Someone drove through the new fence! Until April our
luck has been good. Hopefully it will continue!




lourish Before the Flood: As

part of the Tsunami-On-the-
Square event in June, “Flourish” was
a visual and performing arts
installation along Granite Creek
between Goodwin and Gurley Sts. in
downtown Prescott. Spectators were
guided along the Granite Creek trail
and traveled through the magica
performance. A unique interactive
theater experience, Flourish Before
the Flood has drawn raves and cheers
from all over the Southwest! For
more information about Flourish
Before the Flood take a look at the
Tsunami web site (Past Events):
www.tsunami-on-the-square.com

Field Guide for the Creeks:

Have you ever walked along a
creek in town and come across a tree,
shrub, or flower that you didn't
know? Unless you were realy
motivated to grab a copy of Arizona
Flora & wade through all of Mr.
Kearney’s and Mr. Peeble's
technical gobble-de-gook, you
probably never figured out what the
plant was. | had this problem when |
first got interested in our local creeks
and their associated vegetation. All
that is going to change! Leigh
Aultman and Lyn Chenier, two
Prescott College students, are
working with PCPA to develop a
field guide to the common plants of
Prescott’s Creeks. The guide will
include basic natural history
information, descriptions, and
eventually photographs and/or
illustrations of each species. This
guide will be aimed towards the
layperson, so our hope is that it will

Community Creek Efforts
by: Michael Byrd

experience! We'll keep you posted
as this project progresses.

CPA Spatial Database: Over

the years PCPA has
accumulated mountains of data from
our studies at Watson Woods
Riparian Preserve and various
projects aong creeks in town.
Earlier this spring Craig Martinsen, a
long time PCPA volunteer & Project
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database, you might ask? In a sense
it isthe new breed of mapping. Two
dimensional data can be combined
with three dimensional data to
graphicaly depict the information.
Craig is going to organize our
information in a GIS (geographic
information system) so that PCPA
staff, members, and volunteers are
able to ask questions of the data and
receive answers in a map-like format.
This database will also enable us to
conduct analyses and quickly
generate maps for project planning,
grant applications and displays.
We're al just tickled pink that Craig

has offered his servicess What a
great contribution. Thanks!
reenways Phase |: PCPA,

G the City of Prescott, Prescott
Alternative Transportation, and the
Open Space Alliance have joined
forces to provide for access aong
and preservation of all the creek
property in Prescott—a concept that
has appeared in the City’'s General
Plans for almost two decades. As
thiswill be along-term project grants
are being written to fund a contracted
staff person to manage the project.
Phase | of this project will focus on
Granite Creek from Watson Woods
Preserve, upstream to Leroux St., and
Miller Creek from Montezuma St. to
Miller Valley Rd. Additional phases
of the project will eventually look at
the remaining seven creeks in
Prescott. Informational packets will
be devel oped to present the project to
creek-side landowners (mostly
private) and the public at large. If
you'd like to find out more, or to get

make learning the local flora fun and Manager for the local NASA office, involved in this effort, please contact
accessible to a variety of age groups offered to build a spatial database for 10m Pettit of the Open Space
and people with varied levels PCPA. What the heck is a spatial Alliance at (928)708-0695.
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! Yes\, | would like to contribute to the pre\ﬁervéti on

., and restoration of Prescott’s creeks by joining 7
I Prescott Creeks Preservation Association. o e
% e #

v Membership Categories iy

v o /"‘ Bl

J, Forest ~ ($1000+) Lifetime Member LT LA
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v Seed  ($25) e
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1% Sail (%10) )

%

v Pollen  (Volunteer — 24 Hours per year) Date:

%

v | have donated to Prescott Creeks Preservation Association.
v Name Address

Al . .

. City State Zip

1 Telephone Email

%

w Please send this application to: PCPA, P.O. Box 3004, Prescott, AZ 86302.
J Your financial and volunteer supported is greatly appreciated.
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PCPA

P.O. Box 3004
Prescott, AZ 86302
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Our Membership...

PCPA is a local non-
profit organization
griving to bring the
community of Prescott
together to help preserve
Prescott’s riparian
communities. Education
and grassroots
networking are essential
to our mission.
Membership fees are
based on a diding scale,
depending on how you
can contribute. We have
six groups, pollen, soil,
seed, root, tree, and
forest. Each dgnifies a
different level of support.
Members will receive
our seasonal newdetter
The Creekside Almanac.

This issue... How Well Do You Know Your Watershed?



